disordered actions in the human body are, generally speak- ing, the means which Nature employs for the expulsion or removal of offending agents; thus, if the stomach be excited to vomit, the cause producing the disturbance is removed by that action. If any extraneous substance irritate the membrane of the nose, the diaphragm, by its associating nerve, is thrown into action, and sneezing expels the substance; thus also diarrhoeas carry off noxious matters; and the emunctories of the body are generally clearcd out for the same purpose.
The human frame reacts against mechanical as well as chemical agents ; thus a piece of hard substance excites the secretion of tears when it is introduced into the eyes, which tears wash out the substance; and sapid bodies excite the saliva3 which dilutes the solid ingredient. A calculus passing the ureter excites vomiting ; and a hernia is drawn back by a countervailing retraction of the omentum by the stomach. A gallstone excites vomiting, and the bile by that process is forced into the duodenum, thereby carrying before it the concretion.
Parts are also adapted to the proportion of effect that is to be produced, and an almost involuntary resistance is given against the introduction ol noxious agents. 
